Clinical Section 153 noticeable; muscular power considerably increased. The patient feels the leg much firmer, and does not fall over.
July, 1931, and since then has complained of pain in the sacral region; he has pain in the thighs after walking some distance. He attended the Physio-therapeutic Department of King's College Hospital under Dr. Clayton. A skiagram showed small calcified areas in the muscle here and there throughout the body, and the condition was diagnosed by Dr At the end of September he noticed a swelling over the outer border of the right patella; this caused him no pain or disability in walking, and he continued at his work.
Examination revealed a firm swelling at the upper and outer part of the right patella. No other abnormality is present. The boy has full movement in his knee without pain or disability. X-ray examination shows a typical bipartite patella. Discuseion.-Mr. A. ROCYN JONES said that after going into the history, the question of the blow from the hammer was very important in the setiology. The skiagram showed that the upper and outer segment of the patella was pushed forward, bearing its cartilaginous surface with it. There was an irregular cartilaginous surface on the patella. If it were a congenital condition, even were the patella split up into two or three segments, one would expect the cartilaginous surface to be all in the same plane. The facts that the segment was pushed forward and that there had been a severe injury inclined him to the view that it was a fracture.
The PRESIDENT said that some of the early cases recorded in this country had been described by Professor Wright, of the London Hospital, and published in the Journal of Anatomy. There was also a paper by Dr. R. W. A. Salmond, on " Marginal Fractures," in the British Iournal of Surgery, about 1918. Salmond had some cases which were definitely traumatic, and others which were bilateral, with no traumatism at all. He (the President) thought that some of these cases were congenital. The patella did not chondrify in the fcetus until the fourth month, and did not ossify until the fourth year, so there was no reason, from the developmental point of view, why these conditiQns should not occur. He agreed with Mr. Rocyn Jones that in Mr. Heritage's case there was evidence of a traumatic lesion, but there were congenital cases in which the patella was in two or three pieces.
